Virginia o
commission oh Youth

Strengthening Families
Year Two

December 8, 2004
Leah Hamaker



Virginia

Commission on Youth

Strengthening Families Study — Year Two

= In 2003, the Commission on Youth was directed to:

Assess and identify elements that strengthen families;

Analyze measures other states are taking, as well as various federal
Initiatives to strengthen families;

Determine strategies to strengthen family service systems; and

Formulate recommendations that strengthen families and support
marriage.

= Preliminary research conducted during the first year and

more intense study activities to occur during the second
year.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Reviewed systemic and economic impact of

Marriage/Divorce

Non-Marital births

Single parent families

Fatherless families

Welfare reform and impact upon the family

Child support enforcement

Increase of high-risk behaviors by youth

Reported Initial Findings to Commission.





Note September 22 presentation is in your tab with information on the previous study activities.



On Monday, the United Nations General Assembly observed the final event of the International Year of the Family where representatives of many nations took the floor to affirm the foundational principles of human rights - families are the foundation of societies; the role of government is to protect and support families.�
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= Convene regional focus groups of experts;

= Convene a Statewide Advisory Group to review findings
from Focus Groups; and

= Report findings and recommendations to the Commission
prior to the 2005 General Assembly Session.



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
We invited everyone and anyone.�
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Strengthening Families Study — Year Two

Regional Focus Groups

» Tidewater — Virginia Beach, August 16
(Virginia DMHMRSAS Office)

> NOVA — Manassas, September 17
(Youth for Tomorrow Campus)

» Southwestern, VA — Roanoke, October 21
(Blue Ridge Community Services Board)



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
We had several people help us to host the focus groups and would like to thank them.  Because of their kindness, we were able to utilize facilities that were central and convenient to most of the attendees.�


Virginia

Commission on Youth

Tidewater — Virginia Beach,
August 16 (Virginia DMHMRSAS Office)

Dept. of Human Services
Family Presentation Services, Inc.
Youth Matters, Inc.
Portsmouth Juvenile Court
Service Unit
Virginians Against Handgun Violence

Making a Difference Foundation
Norfolk Dept. of Human Services
Children of the Sun
Neighborhood and Leisure Services
Virginia Beach Department of Public

Health

The Honorable Yvonne B. Miller
The Honorable Mamye E. BaCote
Places and Programs for Children, Inc.
Church Representatives
Jackson-Field Homes
Chesapeake Family Resources Center
Inova Keller Center
Lutheran Family Services
City of Virginia Beach Representatives
The Institute for Family Centered
Services



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Attendees



Experts in the field in faith-based settings, service settings, education, health, social services, juvenile justice and counseling.



Discuss issues central to the region



IN VA Beach, diversity of region, the military, need for transportation, population growth were items that shaped the region.�


Virginia

Commission on Youth

NOVA Focus Group - Manassas, VA

September 17, 2004

Court Service Unit Staff
Dept. of Juvenile Justice
Prince William County DSS
Manassas City Public Schools
Young Life
Northern Virginia Family Services
Arlington Community Action
Program
Prince William County Attorney’s
Office
Prince William County
Department of Social Services

VA House of Delegates, Office
of the Speaker
Churches
Representatives/Pastors
Manassas Park City Schools
Northern Virginia Family Service
Youth for Tomorrow
Center for Family Services/
Virginia Tech
City of Manassas DSS



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Cultural issues, languages, transportation again. 



Basic needs 



Good models being employed in this region



Residential Tmt Facility and Tour



Behind your Strengthening Family Tab there is a table with all of the barriers and solutions from all of the focus groups

�


Virginia

Commission on Youth

Statewide Advisory Group
Richmond, General Assembly Building
October 25, 2004

» Department of Education

» Department of Social Services

» Department of Juvenile Justice

» Department of Health

» Department of Mental Health,
Mental Retardation, Substance
Abuse Services

e Supreme Court of Virginia

* Assembly of Independent
Baptists

*VVa. Association of Counties

*VVa. Municipal League

First Things First of Richmond

«Office of Comprehensive
Services

*The Family Foundation

*Association for Marriage and
Family Therapy



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Very diverse group!  May I ask the members from the Focus groups and Advisory Groups to stand to be recognized for your hard work?  



They educated and helped us formulate the recommendations from this study – which I will share with you in a few minutes.



At this meeting, we shared with the members our findings from the regional focus groups.  Our goal of these meeting was to examine the issues and recurring themes raised at these meetings.  The Advisory Group discussed these and brainstormed on ways the Commonwealth could assist the regions in their efforts.



Another theme was to look at existing resources within the Commonwealth and try to build upon them.  �
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Findings from Focus Groups and Statewide
Advisory Group

. Lack of Statewide Coordination and Collaboration
. Data Needed on Virginia’s Marriage and Divorce Rates
. Need for a Statewide Information Clearinghouse for Children

and Family Services

. Need for Greater Education Efforts in Healthy Relationships
. Need for Education Efforts for Adults and Families
. Continuation of Current Family Strengthening Efforts in

Virginia

. Lack of a Family Advocacy Network in Virginia
. Need for Ongoing Monitoring and Analysis



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
At our meeting, 8 findings emerged.  I will go over these in more detail as we review the recommendations that also emerged.  

�
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Recommendations



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
I would like to share with you the recommendations that emerged from this study.  Would you please find your strengthening family study matrix that is in the tab in your notebook.  



Mr. Chairman, I would now like to walk the Commission through these recommendations through the matrix. I am going to highlight the findings.  If the members would like to know more about a particular finding, please stop me as I go.  
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